


A Political Philosophy 
of Conservatism

Prudence, Moderation and Tradition

Ferenc Hörcher

A Political Philosophy of Conservatism.indb   3 14-09-2019   17:47:43



Contents

Acknowledgements	 vi

Introduction: Prudence and conservatism	 1

Part One  Prudence in history	 11

1	 Ancient and Christian traditions of prudence	 13
2	 Renaissance and early modern prudentia	 33
3	 Late modern prudentia	 57

Conclusion of Part One	 75

Part Two  Prudence in conservative philosophy	 77

Preliminary remarks	 79
4	 Agency-constraint	 83
5	 Time-constraint	 93
6	 Knowledge-constraint	 104
7	 The prudent individual’s resources: Virtues and character	 117
8	 The prudent community’s resources: Tradition and political culture	 133
9	 How to find the proper action in politics	 148

Summary: A conservative political philosophy of prudence	 162

Notes	 167
Bibliography	 192
Index	 203

A Political Philosophy of Conservatism.indb   5 14-09-2019   17:47:43


